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The board of directors of Merriment on Main, the non-profit that hosts the annual tree lighting, 
regretfully announces that this year’s event has to be pared back, another casualty of COVID-19 virus. But 
at the same time, it pleases us to say there will be a beautifully decorated and brilliantly lit tree - just 
without the countdown, the fanfare, or a public ceremony of any kind. There is simply no way we can 
safely gather up to 15,000 people on Main Street and stand shoulder-to-shoulder to watch the tree 
lighting. But the Merriment tree will be there as bright as ever.  

Merriment founder and President of the non-profit, Richard Rico reflected, “Never in my wildest dreams 
did I think 38 years ago anything like this pandemic would prevent us from gathering as a community to 
celebrate this annual tradition. As sad as that is, we must consider everyone’s safety first.”  

Because of the extensive advance planning that is required to organize and put on Merriment, a decision 
had to be made at this time. It seems unlikely that large public gatherings will be permitted in the state 
at any time in 2020, so we decided to put safety first and cancel the lighting festivities.   

Additionally, we will not be fund-raising for the tree this year.  Fortunately, due to the generosity of 
Merriment sponsors and supporters in the past, there are enough reserve funds available to pay for this 
year's tree and its installation and decoration. Considering all that our local businesses, residents and 
non-profits have endured, we do not feel it’s appropriate to ask for money. Instead, those in a position to 
make charitable donations would be better to direct those funds to those who are truly suffering due to 
this difficult situation. 

We would also like to honor our community’s first responders – police, fire, healthcare workers, food 
service employees and essential workers – by dedicating the 2020 Merriment tree to them. They continue 
to keep all in the community safe and fed and cared for each day.  

Jennifer Hamilton, Vice-President of the Merriment board said, “It is sad that we can’t gather as a 
community to ring in the Christmas season this year. We are, as always, committed to providing the 
symbol of the season for everyone to enjoy. We trust that the community understands why we made this 
decision and supports one another during these trying times. We hope families will be able to enjoy the 
tree in ways that are safe and that meet the guidelines set by the city, county and CDC.” 

We hope that the lights of the 2020 Merriment tree offer all a moment of joy in the coming holiday 
season. 


